Technological Systems

A technological system is a group of interrelated components designed collectively to achieve a desired goal.  There are six main types of technological systems.  Often more than one system is present in a piece of technology.  Take a car for instance, there are mechanical (steering/gears/etc), electrical (create/deliver electricity), chemical (battery), thermal (cooling), pneumatic (shock absorbers), and hydraulic (steering) systems in place.  Below is a definition of these basic technological systems.

Electrical System

An electrical system is a system of wiring, switches, and power associated with receiving and distributing electricity. Any object that uses electricity will have an electrical system.  This includes all electric appliances, vehicles with an engine, the power grid, etc.  In your car the electrical system delivers electricity to the sparkplug that ignites the gasoline.  
Mechanical System

A mechanical system a system of simple machines associated with controlling motion or forces.  If an object uses or transfers mechanical energy, a mechanical system is present.  This includes ventilation systems, assembly lines, bicycles, etc.  Your car has many mechanical systems including the steering, drive train, and wheels and axles
Chemical System

A chemical system is a system that relies on chemical reactions to achieve a desired goal.  These systems are not as well known as some of the other systems.  Examples include batteries, film, photosynthesis in plants, and many common household cleaners.  Your car battery is a chemical system because it uses a chemical reaction to create electrons.  
Thermal System

A thermal system is a system that transfers heat from one point to another.  These systems most commonly are found in places where temperature is regulated like air-conditioning units, boilers, humidification systems, and fans.  In your car a thermal system is the radiator/cooling system that maintains engine temperature.

Hydraulic System

A hydraulic system is a system that uses fluid pressure to control motion or forces.  These systems use high-pressure fluid to create mechanical advantage.  They are employed in hydraulic cylinders, backhoes, car brakes, and garbage compactors.  In your car there are two major hydraulic systems: brakes and steering. 

Pneumatic System
A pneumatic system is a system that uses air pressure to control motion or forces.  These systems use high-pressure air to create mechanical advantage.  They are employed in tire changing machines, dentist drills, hand air tools, and vacuum cleaners.  Your car uses air pressure inside of the shock absorbers to reduce the impact from driving on rough roads.
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