 Student Safety Contract

Purpose:  Science is a hands-on lab oriented class. You will be doing many lab activities which require the use of chemicals, hot plate and glassware. Safety in the Science classroom is the #1 priority for students, teachers and parents. The Science safety rules must be followed at all times to ensure a safe classroom. Two copies of this contract have been provided to you. You must return one of them signed by you and a parent/guardian before you can participate in the lab. Keep your copy of the contract in your Science folder as a reminder of the safety rules. 

General Guidelines 

1. Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times in the lab. 

2. Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully. If you do not understand a direction or part of a procedure, ask the teacher before proceeding. 

3. Do not touch any equipment, chemicals or other materials in the lab until you are instructed to do so. 

4. No food, drinks, gum or candy are allowed in the lab.  Do not use lab glassware for food or beverages. 

5. Perform only authorized experiments. Carefully follow all instructions, both written and oral.  

6. Be prepared for your work in the lab. Read all procedures thoroughly before entering the lab. Never fool around in the lab. Horseplay, practical jokes and pranks are dangerous and prohibited.  

7. Keep your work area clean.  Bring only your lab instructions, worksheets and/or notes to the work area.  

8. Keep aisles clear. 

9. Know the locations of, and how to use, lab safety equipment.  This includes the first aid kit, eyewash station, fire extinguisher and fire blanket. Know where the fire alarm and the emergency exits are located. 

10. Be alert to potential hazards and work cautiously in the lab.  Notify the teacher immediately of any unsafe conditions you observe. 

11. Dispose of chemicals according to the teacher’s directions.  No solids in the sink!  Put nothing in the sink without first asking your teacher.  

12. Read all labels carefully before using chemicals.  Set up and use the lab equipment as directed in the lab instructions or by your teacher. 

13. Keep your hands away from your face, mouth, eyes and body during experiments. Clean, rinse, and dry all equipment and return it to its proper place. Wash your hands before you leave the lab.

14. Never leave your lab station unattended.  Do not wander around the room, distract other students or interfere with the lab experiments of others. 

15. Know what to do if there is a fire drill during a lab; containers must be closed, gas valves turned off and any electrical equipment turned off. 

16. Always carry sharp instruments with their tips and points pointing down and away from your body. Always cut away from your body. Never try to catch falling sharp instruments. Grasp sharp instruments only by the handles. 

17. You will be expected to pay for any broken lab materials that were your responsibility.

Clothing 

18. Chemical splash goggles must be worn any time chemicals, heat, or hot liquids are used.  There will be no exceptions to this rule! Aprons will be required for certain labs.

19. Long hair, dangling jewelry and loose or baggy clothing are hazardous in the lab. Long hair must be tied back and dangling  jewelry and loose or baggy clothing must be secured.  Shoes must completely cover the foot. No sandals are allowed. 

Accidents and Injuries 

20. Report all accidents to your teacher immediately. 

21. Chemicals in your eye should be flushed with running water from the eyewash station for at least 20 minutes. Notify the teacher immediately if you get something in your eye. 

Handling Chemicals 

22. Consider all chemicals dangerous - do not touch, taste or smell chemicals without specific instructions.  Use the wafting technique when testing for odor.

23. Never return used or unused chemicals to their original containers.

24. Never remove chemicals or other materials from the lab area. 

25. Take great care when transferring acids and other chemicals.  Hold them securely and walk carefully. 

Handling Glassware and Equipment 

26. Never handle broken glass with bare hands.  Notify the teacher if you break something.   Broken glass is only disposed of in the broken glass container – never in the regular trash. 

27. Be careful using electrical equipment – make sure plugs are in good condition and that your hands are dry.  Report damaged electrical equipment immediately.

28.  Never use chipped or cracked glassware. Never use dirty glassware. 

29. If you do not understand how to use a piece of equipment, ask the instructor for help. 

30. Do not place hot glassware in cold water; it may shatter. 

Heating Substances 

31. Exercise caution when using a hot plate. Hair, clothing and hands should be a safe distance from the plate. Do not put any substance onto the plate unless instructed to do so. Never reach over a hot plate. Turn on plates only when instructed by the teacher. 

32. Never leave a plate that is turned on  unattended. Never leave anything that is being heated unattended. Always turn the plate off when not in use. 

33. Heated metals and glass remain very hot for a long time. They should be set aside to cool and picked up with caution. Use tongs or heat-protective gloves if necessary. 

34. Never look into a container that is being heated. 

Agreement 

I, ________________________________,  (student name) have read and agree to follow all of the safety rules set forth in this contract. I realize that I must obey these rules to insure my own safety and the safety of others. I will maintain a safe lab environment for myself and others. I am aware that any violation of this safety contract that results in unsafe conduct in the lab or misbehavior on my part, may result in being removed from the lab, receiving a responsibility slip, and/or receiving a failing grade on the lab. 

___________________________
_____________

           Student Signature 

        Date

Dear Parent or Guardian:

We feel you should be informed regarding the school effort to create and maintain a safe Science classroom/lab environment.  With the cooperation of the instructors, parents, and students, a safety instruction program can eliminate, prevent and correct possible hazards. 

You should be aware of the safety instructions your son/daughter will receive before engaging in any lab work. Please read the list of safety rules. No student will be permitted to perform lab activities unless this contract is signed by both the student and parent/guardian and is on file with the teacher. 

Your signature on this contract indicates that you have read this Student Safety Contract, are aware of the measures taken to insure the safety of your son/daughter in the Science lab, and will instruct your son/daughter to uphold his/her agreement to follow these rules and procedures in the lab. 

___________________________
___________
      Parent/Guardian Signature 
                   Date 

