Collaboration

Collaboration is the process where a group of people who work together to achieve a common goal.  The process is usually creative in nature where new information or product is produced by sharing knowledge, learning, and building consensus.  

Collaboration using a variety of digital methods

Collaboration once was a paper and pencil activity or a group of people meeting in a room.  In the computer age collaboration has become easier and more prevalent.  The corporate world uses digital conferencing, teleconferencing and web conferencing to maintain contact and share ideas across multiple locations in multiple countries.   Education uses tools like discussion boards, social networking sites, group e-mails, and numerous other methods to share ideas with students and build new knowledge.  We collaborate with blogs, cell phone, and PDA’s.  The methods of collaboration are as numerous and diverse as the technology present.  As technology changes, the way we collaborate is constantly in flux.  Often the collaborative process is very necessary to produce the highest quality product.  Technology is an integral part of the way we currently collaborate.

Contribute to teams to create original solutions to problems

The very heart of the collaborative process is to work as a team.  If the group does not work together it is not collaboration in fact non-collaborative groups often get less done than if they had worked as individuals.  Collaboration works and works effectively only if the people involved want to be part of the process.  

Develop a multicultural awareness

In this world that has a global economy, rapid travel, instant communication, and instantaneous news it has become critical that we develop a multicultural awareness.  The people that we are collaborating with may very well have different background, values, and customs.  If we are to work together we must understand these differences and how thy can effect the collaborative process.  This multicultural awareness can be and effective collaborative tool because different people will see things differently and generate different ideas thereby creating the possibility for better solutions.
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