Color
Color is the element of art that is produced when light, striking an object, is reflected back to the eye.  Color can be formed from light where “white” is all colors mixed and “dark” is the absense of light.  When mixing pigments to paint or use some other medium, “dark” colors are found by mixing many colors, and light colors are created by using less color.  NOTE:  Mixing light and mixing pigments are exactly the opposite process to accomplish the same result. 

Color Terminology:
Color is the element of art that is produced when light, striking an object, is reflected back to the eye.
Hue is the name we give to a color.

Intensity is the strength and vividness of the color.

Value means the lightness or brightness of the color.

Primary colors are those that cannot be made from mixing other colors. Instead, primary colors are the source of other colors.  These colors include red, yellow, and blue.

Secondary colors are made by mixing equal parts of primary colors.  These colors include: orange, green, and purple.

Warm colors are reds, yellows and oranges.

Cool colors are greens, purples, and blues.

Tints are a lighter variety of a color made by adding white.  This creates a color of less than maximum purity, chromo, or saturation.

Shades are a darker variety of color made by adding black.  This creates a color of less 

Than maximum purity, chromo, or saturation.

Neutral usually means without color. Neutral colors such as beige, ivory, taupe, black, 

Gray, white, brown, and metallic colors.

Color wheel is a circular diagram in which primary and usually intermediate colors 

arranged sequentially so that related colors are next to each other and complementary 

colors are opposite.

Thoughts on color

Color is a natural part of our environment.  Color, or the absence of color, allows us to express our thoughts and feelings.  Color allows for emphasis and meaning to be placed in ways more meaningful than when color is not present.  The artist uses color to convey mood, texture, movement, etc.  Color is an integral part of the human condition that enhances and helps explain who we are.
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