
Typography/Alphabet Terminology

Alphabet:  A set of letters or symbols in a fixed order, used to represent the basic sounds of a language; in particular, the set of letters from A to Z, numbers 0 to 9, and punctuation.  It is a set of symbols used in the writing system.  It is a set of symbols used in the writing system.
Typography:  Typography is the arrangement of type/typography on a page.  It is also the design and use of typography/alphabet as a means of communication.  It is simply the art of print.

Typeface:  Typefaces are a family of fonts. Some common forms are: serif, sans-serif, mono-spaced, cursive, fantasy, and script.

Fonts:  Fonts are one weight or style within that family
Typeface Classification:  The different types of typeface classification are:  serif; sans-serif, sans-serif; mono-spaced; cursive; fantasy; and script.

Typeface anatomy:  Typeface anatomy is the special characteristics that set one typeface apart from another.  

Cap and X-Height:   This is the height of the capital letters in the typeface and the height of the letter x. It tells you how tall the largest letters will be, and how big most lowercase letters will be.

Decenders and Ascenders:  These are the portions of letters that go below and above the x-height line. These typically refer to lowercase letters.

Typography Basics:  Typography/alphabet basics are a combination of size, spacing, and color.  

Spacing Around Letters:  Spacing involves making necessary changes letters.
                                                            between and around letters.  These include: kerning - space between individual letters;  tracking - space between groups of letters; leading - space between lines of type; measure - the length of lines of text; alignment - placing text to the left, right, centered or justified; ligatures - letters moved close together so that their anatomies are combined.
Points to Remember: Choose your typeface design carefully.  Pay attention to details.  Take your time, don’t rush.  The best typeface to use is what is appropriate for the time and the occasion.  Make it look right and does it space well?  Typography makes an impact on what the reader sees and feels about the topic being discussed.  It is also created to communicate a message.  So it must be clear, legible, artistic, attractive, and easy to read.
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