The History of Electricity Quiz

Name ________________________________________ Date ___________________________

Instructions:  Circle the answer of your choice for the following questions.  

1. Static electricity can be easily produced by:

a. Standing on the roof of a barn

b. Rubbing an amber rod with cat fur

c. Shopping for it at a hardware store

d. Dragging steel wire through a pond

2. Ben Franklin is well known for:

a. Singing harmony in barber shop quartets

b. Inventing the cure for diabetes

c. Linking lightning with electricity with his kite experiment

d. Inventing the light bulb

3. Telegraph systems use:

a. Electromagnetism

b. Electric motors

c. Large weather balloons

d. Lightning rods

4. Alexander Graham Bell invented:

a. Sign language

b. Harmonic improvements to the telegraph

c. AC electrical generators

d. Nose plugs for swimmers

5. Thomas Edison was responsible for:

a. Explaining lightning bugs

b. Inventing AC Power

c. Inventing the electric light bulb

d. Discovering penicillin

6. Nikola Tesla was:

a. Edison’s first employee

b. Inventor of batteries

c. Inventor of polio vaccine

d. Inventor of AC power

7. The Industrial Revolution occurred between:

a. 1850-1950

b. 1750-1800

c. 1750-1900

d. 1650-1800

8. Which type of power generation was mainly developed during the industrial revolution?

a. Horse

b. Steam

c. Electric

d. Diesel

9. The War of the Currents featured debates between which two important inventors?

a. Tesla vs. Edison

b. Westinghouse vs. Bell

c. Franklin vs. Galvani

d. Edison vs. Bell

10. Which type of electric current can be easily transmitted long distances?

a. Direct Current (AC)

b. Alternating Current (AC)

11. The frequency of AC used in North America is:

a. 120 Hz

b. 60 Hz

c. 50 Hz

d. 480 Hz

12. How many electrical grids are in the United States?

a. Three

b. One

c. Seven

d. None

13. REA was:

a. Remote Engineering Administration

b. Rural Efficiency Authority

c. Rural Electrification Administration

d. Regional Electricity Ad-Hoc

14. TVA is:

a. Texas Voltage Association

b. Tennessee Valley Authority

c. Tennessee Voltage Administration

d. Tri-Valley Authority

15. The REA and TVA were created to:

a. Allow large private power companies to invest overseas

b. Protect rural families from over-charging by private power companies

c. Develop land opportunities for ranchers in Nebraska

d. Build nuclear reactors in Maine

16. Electrical power can be easily shared between the major power grids.

a. True

b. False

17. Which of the following is NOT a typical transmission voltage in the USA:

a. 115,000 volts

b. 480 volts

c. 345,000 volts

765,000 volts

18. Which of the following is NOT one of the main USA electrical grids:

a. Texas Interconnection

b. Eastern Interconnection

c. Western Interconnection

d. Southwest Interconnection

19. The RUS (Rural Utility Service) provides assistance for which of the following:

a. Electricity

b. Telephones

c. Water

d. All of the above

20. Which US Senator was responsible for developing the TVA?

a. John McCain from Arizona

b. George Bush from Texas

c. George Norris from Nebraska

d. Franklin Roosevelt from Pennsylvania
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