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Grade Level: 6-8 Speech or Communication Classes

Content (what is taught): 

· The Meaning of Respect

· The Importance of Respecting Other Cultures and Differences of Others

· Gaining Knowledge About Another Culture

Context (how it is taught):

· Viewing “Remember the Titans” video clips
· Non-verbal representation of respect
· Direct Instruction about respectful communication in a global economy 
· Research about another culture
· Presentation about another culture

Activity Description:

First, students will view a video that demonstrates cultural diversity and disrespect. A discussion will then follow about the importance of respecting differences, and how disrespect can affect any team or group. Next, students will create a non-verbal representation of respect and discuss what they drew with their group and as a class. Direct instruction about communication will be given, specifically relating to customary differences when communicating.  Lastly, students will research another country and the customs observed when communicating within that culture.  
Standards: 

Math:  ME3





Science: SF2 
Technology: TB2, TB3, TD2



Engineering: EC4
Materials List: 

· Remember the Titans DVD

· Blank Paper

· Classical or Instrumental Music

· Library and/or Internet Access

Asking Questions: (World Cultures: A Study in Respectful Communication)
Summary: Students will view a video that demonstrates cultural diversity and disrespect, then students will discuss the importance of respecting differences.
Outline: 

· Students will view “Remember the Titans” video clips

· Students will reflect on what it means to show respect and why it’s important to respect differences

· Determine prior knowledge and necessary new vocabulary 

Activity: Students will view a clip from “Remember the Titans” that demonstrates a cultural clash where participants were not respectful of differences.  The scene showing the team moving into dorm rooms for camp and the scene where Coach Boone runs the boys out to the battleground are recommended. Students will then use the questions below to discuss what happened in the video clip.

	Questions
	Answers

	Why were the boys in this clip fighting?
	Answers vary

	What differences are they choosing not to respect about each other?
	 Answers vary

	How could these boys have handled the situation differently?
	Answers vary

	What did Coach Boone mean when he said, “You don’t have to like each other, but you will respect each other.”
	Answers vary

	What happens when a team doesn’t come together?
	Answers vary


Resources:

· Remember the Titans DVD (clip from the dorm room fight and Gettysburg speech scene)
Exploring Concepts: (World Cultures: A Study in Respectful Communication)

Summary:  Students will create a non-verbal representation of respect and discuss what they drew with their group and as a class.
Outline: 

· Students will create a non-verbal representation of respect by drawing while listening to classical music

· Students will share what they created with their group, discussing how they represented respect and why

· A class discussion will follow about the importance of careful communication when interacting with someone from a different culture

Activity:  Students will be given markers and blank paper.  The instructor will ask students to create a representation of respect on their page without using words.  Classical music (or any music with no words) will be played to help students use the right side of their brain and gain extra creativity.  Students should be given at least three minutes to draw while listening to instrumental music.  It is imperative to remind students that while the music is playing, their pen or pencil should remain in motion. Stopping will hinder the student’s ability to fully give control to the right side of their brain.  After students have completed their free drawing time representing respect, students will be asked to share what they drew with their table, team, or a group of students close by.  A class discussion will follow, based on findings in what was drawn.  

Discussion questions may include, but are not limited to:

1) Would anyone like to share what they drew and why?

2) How did representations of respect differ within your group?
3) Why do you think your ideas about respect were different?
4)  What does it mean to be respectful of differences in our classroom?
5) What does it look like to respect someone who is different when you are interacting with
them?
6) What careers require respect of cultural differences when communicating? 

Instructing Concepts: (World Cultures: A Study in Respectful Communication)
Communication
Communication is a two-way process related to the transfer of information from one person to another.  There has to be an initiator and a receiver for communication to take place.  In the most general terms, it can be thought of as the exchange of thoughts, opinions, information, and feelings for the achievement of a common goal.  

Communicate Effectively to Multiple Audiences: When communicating information you must be aware of whom your audience is and adapt your methods to fit each unique audience.  For instance you would communicate information very differently to a group of business people from the chamber of commerce than a group of middle school students.  The content can be very similar but your delivery must be tailored to fit your audience.

Communicate Effectively Using a Variety of Media: Communication in the 21st century is very different than it was even several years ago.  When conveying your ideas there are many different technologies available.  It could be by e-mail, telephone, web conferencing, texting, blogging, discussion boards, traditional written methods, or verbally.  This list is not exhaustive but is presented to show the diversity of communication methods.  When choosing the media that you will use to communicate, you should consider the information to be transmitted and your audience very carefully.  The reason is to insure that you choose the most efficient and the least likely method to be misunderstood.  Remember the goal of communication is the successful transfer of information.  If the wrong media type is used it is possible that communication will be ineffective.

Develop Cultural and Global Awareness: In this world with a global economy, rapid travel, instant communication, and instantaneous news it has become critical that we develop a multicultural awareness.  The people that we are communicating with may very well have different backgrounds, values, and customs.  If we are to understand each other and create quality communication, we must be aware of these differences.  This multicultural awareness is a critical component for effective communication.  With it communication flows freely in both directions and common goals can be easily achieved.  Without multicultural awareness misinterpretations and poor communication will be commonplace.

Organizing Learning: (World Cultures: A Study in Respectful Communication)
Summary: Students will research and present a country other than the US, specifically looking into differences in communication customs. 
Outline: 

· Students will select a country or region to study

· Students will spend time researching the culture they selected, using both internet and books as resources

· Students will prepare a presentation including the culture, values, and customs of their country/region 

· Students will present their country/region to the class.
Activity:  Students will select and research a country or region other than the US, specifically looking into differences in communication customs.  Research time in a computer lab or library will be given so students can research the communication differences in the country/region they are studying.  Students will also research the culture, values, and customs of the country or region.  Students will then prepare a short speech (3-5 minutes), sharing what they discovered about their country or region.  Students should identify American companies that do business or trade with the country they chose.  A visual aid of some kind should be used, as well as an example (acted out) of a custom that differs from the US. It’s important that they make these connections and realize that one day they may deal with different cultures inside or outside the workplace and the importance of respectful communication. Students will present their projects and will be assessed based on the attached rubric and self assessment. 
Attachments: 

· Rubric: T045_SHINE_World_Cultures_Study_Respectful_Communication_O_Rubric.doc
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· Self Assessment: T045_SHINE_World_Cultures_Study_Respectful_Communication_O_SelfAssessment.doc
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Understanding Learning: (World Cultures: A Study in Respectful Communication)

Summary: Students will demonstrate understanding of the word respect, as it applies to communication with cultures outside of the US.   

Outline: 

· Formative Assessment of Communication

· Summative Assessment of Communication

Activity:  Students will answer written assessments related to communication.

Formative Assessment: As students are engaged in the lesson ask these or similar questions:

1) Are students engaged in viewing the “Remember the Titans” video clip?

2) Do students understand the cultural reasons behind what happens in the movie?

3) Are students able to non-verbally represent respect?

4) Are groups actively engaged in discussion about what respect means to them based on what they drew?

5) Are students actively engaged in research? Are students asking questions about their research?

Summative Assessment: Students can answer the following writing prompts:
1) Explain three communication difficulties that could arise due to cultural differences and explain how they might be avoided.

2) Explain what respectful communication entails and how you recognize it when you see it.

This Teacher was mentored by:





�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.behlenmfg.com" ��www.behlenmfg.com�





and





�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.vishay.com/"��www.vishay.com�





In partnership with Project SHINE grant funded through the





National Science Foundation








�





�








© 2011 Board of Regents University of Nebraska

[image: image4.png]


